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liement; the Evidence: then given being ſo elcar, both - 
"from thEnumber andquality of the '/Freneſſes, and no- 


roriery of 'the: Fa#, as conſtrained that numerous Cons 


mittee to conclude. Papifts were the-principle, if not its * 
' only incendiaries.: And latter Evidence hath difeover- 


ed they did not only deſtroy our Habitations, but rob 
and:make-+ſ{poil of our goods, .asif we had been Ene- 
mics of War, and they had taken our Ciry by Storm. 
And we-are abundantly confirmed in this belief, by 
the Authority of that great Integraous Miniſtry te pre- 


tenrLord Chancellor, who'in the moſt Auguſt, Zlnſtrious 
Aſſembly this Age hath known, himſelf” in the higheft 
Kathi beers Crce his Majeſty's Raign con- _ 


place of Honour 


ferred on any SabjetF; upon the 7ryal of a great Popiſh 
Peer,did dy Corr and poſttively-charge Papiſts with 
that vereftable: 
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_ *. fotpdeheir moſt hopeful Projeitionss, The Other was are 


markable Herengue made by a Maſcarede Proteſtant , a 
Militia man, 'and pretendedly zealous Defender of our 
Faith inthe Company of at leaſt Five fuditors, after ſe- 
veral Soaldier-like Rants and bitter Inve#iv:s againſt the 
CITY, he at length thus Patherically: concluded, Zhe 


_ EITY of London never hitherto yielded me. 7a ph 


ſpe, ſaving oxce,when in flames, aud I hope ſhortly to enjoy 
th: Satisfattion of Seeing it in the ſame Condition, which 4- 
'ation Happy. Do not queſtion, but 
theſe are the Scxtiments of mott Papiſts and their Adhz- 
reats;but they generally expreſs themſelves more wari- _ 
ly,yet no leſs walicioufly, the former baſe Disle# would 
be too groſs, might chance to awaken; an AMarma ſome 
not over dangerous Proteſtants, whoare immerſt in a 


profound Lethargick ſleep, and will, I fear, never. awake, 


to ſee their danger,till they feel it. 


 Amongftſuchas theſe, they are continually-ſugge- 
ting the Temper and Proceedings. of the City,during the. 


_ laſt anzatural Civil Far, as if the preſent Citizens were 


to. reckon for all the Bloodſbedand Confuſion during the 
late:Zroubles. And that if the #3/dow of the Suprears - 


- Magiſtrate do not prevent, the ſame Cauſe will Revive, 


the old Qzarrel will be fought over again , the ſame: 
Spirit inſpiring,the ſame Principles aQting, and ferment- 
7g the Generality of | Cizizens. which prevailed in 41. 

hat *tis-neceſlary. fuch ill diſaffe&ed Perſons ſhould, 
have no ſharein the Government, which would afford. 
them opportunity of perperrating . all imaginable Miſ- 
chiefs: .Let us now examine what Fonrdation there is 
for ſuch /zſnaations: Ido notqueſtion but. the CITY 
of Zoyaos, as at this preſent time,is well-affeQed to his 


_ Miajeſties Perſon, as it hathever been to any preceding 


Pr 1zce, 1am no leſs certain,that very Party upon whom 


our Obj-Fors {quintdo' more yeny and ſincerely deſire 
NE RE ans wo he | 8-5 . 


his 


with a 
Legal niftration;which we have (bleſſed be God) 
enjoyed ever {inee his Majeſties Glorions Reſtauration. 

: Bur belides: the Calamitics and Miſeries of the late C;- * 


3. All who 
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- larly that pretended _to be found inthe Fzof $. Cloſet, 
© 4- AM who talk of Porliements forthe fiture, and'e!- 
pecially if any think it adviſeable , with. alt Goty and 
profoundeſt humility,to bring to His Majeff7 s Remem- 


brance the Conſtiration of our Goverament , which re- | 


quires Frequent Parliaments, and His Majeſties Gracions 
Promiſe, That He would frequently obligekis. People there- 
ph oh | | | tid 
- 5, Such as in the Fudement of Charity, hope and be. 
. lievethere are any Hon:it, Loyal, Protefiant Dijſemiers, 
and eſpecially, if they have any Regard to thole /ores 
of Parliament”, which declared ſack 
jeits of bis Maj:fties Clemency , who deſire the #elaxe: 
tion of. ſome,and holiſbing other Statutes made againſt, 
them,and d-horr allPerſons from SubjeQting them meer- 
ly upon a Religious Fecount to the Severity of Pexal ang, 
a : w_ 5 qa ber 5 
' 6, All who will rake the Popiſh Plot out of its Abes, 
who will nor allow the Paps/ts to be apart. of , His Aa- 
jeſter belt ubjefs, from wham in thole MensOpiaion 
there is little or no danger ,, þut -centainly-abundantly 
lels than fromthe Fanaticks and Commaunnealthi men. 
and Favornr is at this Time eſpecially to be 


Thewed , 
whereby we may Moderate the Per/erufive- againſt rhe 
Poor. ProtteFants im _Frence x, that there 13 110 .Sorf0rT Rent 
_ of Mes, .whohave more Copaoar and Toodne/+imtheig, 

Dature, Civilityan their Demeanour, nong:mareteryde:: 
_ narchy,or more;againlt Par liuntmraries: Demarraſy\alngd, 
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Tyranny : Their Principles with ſome {gall Allowance = 


- - and favourable ConſtruQion, eaſily Reconc;leable to the 

- Dattrine, 'their Officers. ,- Garments , Ceremonies tothe 
Diſcipline of. the Zngliſp Blierarchy : Thatthe Fapatgcks, 
16.4 Gommon Zaemyto both: therefore hayzng ah Hai 
0n of Tatereft ; there ſhould be one of Hearts, a Conbt-: 
nation'to ſupprets the Schiſmaticks , and then after at; 


| leiſure in acaltu;friendly way;to compoſe and-accomayr-:: 


Diſſenters, Fit @6- _' 
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. 7. Another fort of Peſtilent fellows are thoſe who: 


# 


Pur *the” Difturbers of 'the Nation' from *being 
drought. to condign puniſhment, ſuch have been all 
our Mod:rn. SHERIFFS , and moſt part of our FU- 


RIES. | | 

8: They who are unwilling their CHARTER ſhould 
be taken away, and who do Defend the: Zegal Privi: 
leages and ntient Cuitoms of this Renowned CITY 


of ZONDON. ; 


"Now Five Parts in S:;x of this great CITY comin 
under ſome , and the Majority under all thoſe Repraf? 
you may readily imagine , that with thoſe Cenſors\,; 


our CITY is very whiogiſh, malignant, Anuti-monarchical. + 
_ » Weare moltlya Zzptcr, need only a pretence, a Head, 


and the blowing of a 77ump:t to put us in uproar. 


The #7r# will be to maſſacre the Papiſts , the poor Tn- 


 nocent Papiſts, and his Zoyal, Magnanimons younger Bro-. 


ther Tory Tom,the'two great Pillars of the Governwent 
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king" 7inder of  Zawn Skeves,then break upon us Swarms 


_ of *SeFs, "innumerable as /»ſets, and that Hohgob- 
_ ling [evicthan'ih Civil Government ſtalks over Crowned 
" Heads,” Printes and Nobles, trampling* under foot all 


Laws and Equity. 
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_  'What1 have repeated is not the Thouſand Part of 
what's commonly Herargued by. our Abhorrers of 'a 


Pypteftant' Succeſſor,” arid i a Monarchy 'confitied within 


{cribed ; We ſhall examitie the*//aximes of theſe,atthe 


- fame time, querelous and inſolent Gemlemer, confute 
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(ro) | | 
their frivolous Pretentions to Fruth and Reafon 5 
Yn and-laFly, vindicate our Loyal, Integruous,  coura> - 
gious Mogiſtgates , our Intelligent , upright , unby- 
F _fſed, JU RORS; our Honeſt and” peaceable : 
Fellow-Citizens. , from the | Calumnies--of . Men; + 
T- whoſe Deſign and Buſineſs is to 'create pub- -: .; 
= tick -Diſturbances. CN Ee SE, 


| We fthall expoſe and unravel.thoſe perverſe. _ 
Reaſonings, and:Sophiſticate Arguments, where- | 
with 'they endeavour to obſcure and perplex: / 
Truth, the Light whereof will ſhine through. 
| the Miſt 'and Duſt they have raiſed to Ecclipſe 
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ot of the forementioned'/ objections have 
bean ſo trequently and ſtrenuouſly refuted thatir. 
_ amazing any ſhould: have: forehead: enough to 
repeat them. © Their zeal for :a Popiſh;Succe(- 
\ * four, is for reaſons beft known to. themſelves at 
* preſent Dorment. And'alate Tryal., together 
| with-ſome expreſſions which the notoriety of the. 
Fa@, and-irrefiſtible power of Truch;- extorted. 
from our great Juſticiary , hath ſomwhart dampc 
' and _checkr their nopes of ſtifling the Popiſh. 
vigour istheabandoning of ourCharter,a reſigna- 
| tion whereof is neceflary by reaſon of our unpar- 
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" gaabls' abuſe , of ſo gracious concelſions;; 3h on 
. chooſingSheriffs who return Juries,, that con- _ 


found all'- humane and divine Laws, condemn- 


”- * inig:ebe- Inhocent: ard: acquitting the Guiley, , 
ns bake abominable before God and Mag :] 
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Ic will be tiny i in order to To more clear | 


and diſtinct reſolution of thele ObjeCtions to give 
a ſurmary-accoumr'of the:Nature, and molt 're- 


matkable:Caentents:of .our Ciry Charter, toge- 
*  herxwith Tome obvigus ſuitableReflections there» 
615;/'then we appeal toall endued wich Reaſon, - 
. who have any oblervation-upon the vaſtly, dif- 


ferent effe& of- good and bad or no Govern: 
ment ; whether this City. hath cauſe voluntarily 


& rel ignthar which above all other means hath | 


nisft- tontribared.-to its: Grandieur and ſecurity : 
atidi6tetry wemway fafoly imitate Diogenes, whole 


herons freedom coated by the:greae | 


ourrnaenarery : which mighty Monarch inter- 
Politzg between hins a and che Sun: Stand alidde ſaid 


36 und deprive me ner of thavwwhich thouicinſt 
_ inipartamroime; reaning the benighinfluen- 
ef ns-Light' and Heat. - Butito Rake :500d. Our 


le of tepreſeming/under one view, -che ſub- 


Mice of our ivyaluable Charrer;: :mahith i of 


great Antiquity; chartknow: norirom whar timo 


ro Y O's Ky —__ ; for this Ky: being by, Fl 


 ievation "4 


Ka: _ 


T= - Sronon rl quid ro berowe the ale of Trad nd 


| gant in'the Univerſe,oldRowe 4t felfnot;beingexcept> . 


 #hem' whenſoever they pleaſed : _ the ſaid Sheriffs, du- 


ba . PLL » > = 
” ra L < © ” . 
> $6. SATs con 3 =Y 7 
« * 3 F 
< 
; y 
.* 4 
ba . 
» 


; hath enjoyed the former. without Int 
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oPungqueftionell Authority: andthe. latter ,;almoſi-e-. 


ver Friowi Heprarthy: wasi reduced /ander one-Monarch:, 


The Saxomand afterwards, the Norman Race havigg always. 
Fg the Preference , hohouring if with their Reſidences 
ving here their Courts of. Judicature; and i endowing-iq 
ceffively with greater Priviledges than'were evenenjayed 


ed; OurRecords are filent what theirPriviledges were,during 
the'Dotbirjion of the:$2x0ns;; Bux fifice; they. 'wers. certainly; 
very" conſiderable >" Tkopley nk. Eight, meetoing 
them} #hd/after >the: :koſs . of: their >Prince, 'made Terms 
with the Norman, their: Weapons in their, Hands, : and recei- 
ved hint to be'their King upon Condition} -he wauld con- 
firmy'ritito them the Exwsof good King Edwerd:}'which way 
pradnted: iFtheſe'Terths': | give you to underſtand; 1 will that 
Lews.,. you exjoyed inthe: Mo of ing: 


ard, an Toile ff er that anyeMar todo JOu'Wrong.. Di- 


ers of Puoromyr are fied with- ("oat in the Char- 


hee Henry Soixto Willam the Norman ,, which 
ov Nr rge by Wheeocks.f..476-which 
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th don-thar they may-annually'chuſt out;of themſelves a-Mayor = 
= forthe Government ofthe City: and-at'the; end. of the-? | 
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ing once both priſoner ard ſorely wounded) he overeame his 
A ri \ and amongſt chem the Londoners; 'who had 
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Tt ſeauration, 'and 'how' much its - 
fas pon . Wealth and Gloty.; would. eſtabliſh his | 
own Power. and: Dignity: , con! [all precedirig Char- 
-ters.in-Words as kind. compretienſive, as can be employ- 
.eg on fo folemnan Occaſion!, which bein large and alread 
.publiſked; dathereuuto refer the Reade Andfrom this - 
Epitome: © the various 'Chinasand Conceſfions, tg zether - 
\ . with the Circumſtances. of Time and Perſons, 'we denive the - 
« -aing Ongar 5 Obſervations,which ſeem nagurally to 
th Cre = 75 1? _ 
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expett to be Mayors, .deprived of ſo honourable and profi- 
cable, ap Employ ; thols who have been” degraded, as ] 
may {ay, and ori even ground with other Plebeatis.” A_great 
part of the Revenues of the City forfeit” by Statutes of 
Mortmain, or revert to the Original Donors,” their Heirs'qr - 
Executors.. The Commonalty, beſides all the Miſeries which 
ittend Aparchy, liable to Preffing, to go abroad"oni'War: 
fare, from which, by their Charters, thay are \exeftipted'; 
not capable, with that eaſe and advantages of recovering 
their Debts,expoſed to Vexatious Suits, Pleas of. the Crown, 
now being decided in their own Courts, by their own Of- 
ficers. Aliens will dwell in their City, learn the Myſtery of 


--all rheir Trades, and have equal Advatitages with them- 


ſelves, No proviſion for Widows, who abandoned Dower 
or Jointures, and left to the. Cuſtom and Courteſy of the 
City : Orphans Mony hazardous, if not loft, with' not on! 

i9jury to Citizens, but to. many worthy Gentlemen, whale 
Dayghters will be left to great Uneertainties.To, ſay nothin 

of Freemens Widows and Children,who thereby enjoy aicke 
Privileges, to be reſcinded. And not to expatiate on their 
Eſtates 1n the Stocks and Treafuries of private Companies, 


and the Revenues. of the faid Companies z Revenues and 


Government of Hoſpitals, What Confuſion and Lofs will 
nſue the intermiſſion of the Offices of Conſetvators of" the 
=> 6x; and Water-balywick 3 of Packing, Scavage, Por- 
tage, Garbling, Gauging, meaſuring Coal, Corn, Salt, ec. 
To paſs over Prizage. of Wine, Markets, Eſcheats; Profits, - 
and Emolyments from Leader-Hall, and other publick Pla- 
ces, . from weighing, approying, . laying,” houſing divers 
Commodities 3 foreſtalling, ingroffing. "But theſe are pri- 


vate Damages, and are all nothing to what the whole City 
is at once liable to: We may become a Gariſon,. or rather a 
Camp ; and if we loſe the benefit of chuſing our Sheriffs, 
our Lives, Liberties, Eſtates, lie at the Mercy. of ſuch as 

-* YE = 0 
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ſhall be impoſed on us. 


= 
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; Theſe, and jrinumerable other Miſchief we, are liable un- 
fo, if the Charter be. refidred invalid 3. which though we . 


have little cauſe'to fear, during the Adminiſtration of our 
pooens Sovereign, who hath never hitherto manifeſted his 
_ Power, by embracing Opportunities. of oppreſling or de- 
preſiing his SubjeQs: Yet having no. poſlibility of enſurin 
us Life, who knows what conditioned Princes may licooeT 
him.z and we ought, if we can prevent it, to leave. nothing 
to Chance. Let us- therefore highly prize our Priviledges,. 
and by all legal Means, maintain that precious Patrimony 
left us by. our Forefathers 3 ag our. ſlves with all duti- 
ful reſpe& to our King, . that 
Importunity of 'our Enemies, "to. take every Advantage a- 
ain{t us. And. let us chenſh mutual Love among our 
; 35.44 A Seciety,. no more than a Kingdom, divided, can 
long. ſubſiſt. Let every one mind his own Buſineſs, and that 
of the Publick, when legally called therennto ;- but ler all 
be tranſa&ted without clamour, railing, reviling, with mo- 
deſty, meekneſs, regularly..- As I would have none to betray 
their juſt Privileges, ſo neither to claim more than: is their 
Due, for to arrogate more to.our ſelves than is right, is the 
ready. way..to loſe-what . we. angut otherwiſe juſtly chal- 
lenge... ] am unwilling, arid almoſt. 
the Inconveniences-will by this Refumption redound unto 
the Supream Magiſtrate : | The old and too too often expe- 
rienced. Sentence is, Neceſſe eſt. ut- multos metuat quem multi 
tient. 3; when Peopleare put out of the proteQion of thoſe 
Laws, they. value. - and like,. they are not free or for- 


x " 


ward to-giwe. dite' ſybjeQion: to thoſe, whereof. they do. 
not in their ſecret thoughts approve, though outward: 


Reſpeds reſtrain them from declaring it. The next favou- 
rable Opportunity, or Invitation, whereby . they may re- 
venge their Lofles, or recover their Liberties, is uſually em-- 
braced 3 of which Richard the ſecond is an eminent:and de- 

| EOS plorable 


he may not be induced, by the- 


afraid of 'recapitulating- 


i 


plorable Inſtance. When T confider all this, and much more, 


fit rather for private Thoughts,” or communication to'pub- 
- lick Miniſters, - than 'for common” Diſcourſe, I am great- 
-ly ſurprized to find what- progreſs is already ,made in- 


this Atfair, and from what Miſcarriage, or pretended Miſ- 


carriage of the City, it derived its Original, I'cannot find 
. any ſpecious colour for this new ſort of Inquiſition, beſides 


that common Complaint of our Adverſaries, That fo long 


as the City chuſes Sheriffs, and they affign Juries, the King's 


moſt Excellent Majeſty, and his moſt Loyal faithful Subjects, 
muſt defpair of Juſtice. Upon-which Theme,(good God!) 


| how copious and elegant are-they ! How clearly and fully 


do they prove their Charge by induction of Particulars ! 
How many Ignoramw Juries! How many honeſt uſeful Per- 
ſons brought into-trouble, only for their expoſing Perſons 
Difaffeted, and AGions diſplealing to the Government |! 
This, if it be true, all muſt account a very hainous Crime, 
and not to be expiated by a leſs Puniſhment,than that which 
they have allotted for it. But if to be accuſed, would ren- 
der any Criminal, how few would be Innocent ! We ſhall 
therefore impartially examine all their Allegations, and if I 
do not demonſtrate the falſeneſs and futility of them, or at 
leaſt if I do not, without-reſerve or diſguiſe, really believe 
what I declare to'others hereof, may I ſuffer greater Indig- 
nities, and worſe Puniſhments, than thoſe I would depre- 
cate for, and avert from this Renowned City, in which 1 
firſt drew my Breath : wherein I have led the moſt comfor- 
table part of my Life, and which I hope, dying, to leave to 


'my Poſterity, more advanced in Reputation and Proſperity, 


than when I firſt entred therein. May it be and continue 
the deſerved. Metropolis of ſa great an Empire, the Dar- 
ling of ſo good a King ; the impregnable Bulwark of the 
belt Religion 3 the Glory of the moſt truly generous and 
ealily governable Nation 3 the worſt indted of Slaves, but 
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the beſt- of Subjefts 3: which Charater may they deſerve 

and maintain, whilſt they.are a, People, .as they: have for a- 

Cad: = & .bove 1690; Years already elapſed. -Britarnni di- 
n. Taci | 


le&us, Tributa & cetera 1mperii muners impigre 


tay de Fine ro modo injurie: abſint, has egre tolerant ; jam © 


Agricol en - 
mo a domiti ut pareant, wonduve ut ſerviant, 


Baving fintſhed what I propoſed to repreſent concerning | 


our Charter, I proceed, according to my promiſe, more par- 
ticulaxly,to vindicate our-Modera Sheriffs and Jurors, whom 
our Adverſaries load with Reproaches, and brand with no 
le Crimes than Diſloyalty and Perjury : Fram which Vil- 
lanous Accuſations, ſmce' we .cannot- clear our ſelves with- 
qut recriminating, tet indifferent Perſons jadg who have 
the better Cauſe and Plea, There is nothing certainly more 
obvious to. all conſidering People, than that weare beſet by 
a company of Men, who fince they dare not attempt the 
deſtroying us by Force, do therefore endeavour to compaſs 

-- andeffet it by Tricks and Frand. And it were endleſs to 
recount the Ways and Methods which they have been: pur- 
ſuing, for the ſubverſion of our Religion, Laws, and Eiber- 
ties, and to make us fall a Sacrifice to their Rage, under the 
charge and tmputation 'of Crimes, whereof their Conſci- 
ences tell them we are, altogether Innocent, .,:It were too 
bold an. effgrt dixeftly, to trample upon the Engliſh Laws, 
and therefore they are thinking how-to-rpake them as inſig- 
nificant to- the. proteQion. of. the Guiltleſs, as if we never 
had enjoyed any Laws, or were deprived. of them by a 
Right of Conqueſt. ,, Nor: dath any thing occur to their 
Thoughts, that would. be more inſervient hereunto, than 
the obtaining Sheriffs, that. they are aſſured would return 
ſuch Juries, who would reckon it-enough to condemn. us of 
Treaſon, becauſe we defire to be preſerved from coming un- 
der a *Popiſh Prince ; or becauſe we believe there hath . been 
a Deſign carried on by-thoſe of the. Romiſh Faction, for the 
HE £ | deſtruction 


. * Deſtruction of the King, the Subvyerlion of the eltablithed - 
-__ Government. And after all the Clamour that hath been 


raiſedagainſt the late Sheriffs, and thoſe Juries which they 
have-returned to ſcrve either in Capital or Civil Cauſes ; 
Wedefie the utmoſt of the Malice of our Enemies, to ad- 
vance one juſt Exception againſt the Righteouſneſs and Im- 
pane of their ſeveral and reſpetive Verdicts. Alas what 

ind of Juries are thoſe returned in the Neighbouring 
Counties, at which nevertheleſs no Offence is taken, in com- 
pariſon of thoſe , that have been from time to time upon the 
Pannels in Loxdon and Aidadleſex ! 

Let us but ballance the Acquitment of Gaſcoige and Wake- 
21an , with the Jgmoramm's returned either at the Beſt a- 
gainſt CoJedg , or that againſt the Earl of Shaftsbury, and.e- 
very fober Man muſt acknowledg , that if it be- lawful to ar- 
raign-a Jury , there is more to be objected to the diſparage- 
ment of thoſe , than there isto aſperlſe theſe. 

Nor can there be a greater Evidence of the Integrity and 
Juſtice of the late Juries, than. that they have carried it 
equally towards all ſorts of Perfons : for did not the Jury 
in March 1681 bring in an Ig-oramws upon a Bill exhibited 
againſt diverſe Perſons, under a pretence of Recuſancy 3 
and this,not becauſe they favoured them or the Popiſh Re- 
ligion , but becauſe the Evidence was not full , or the Wit- 
neſles ſuch , as a wiſe and honeſt Man ought to believe? 

And is it not ſtrange , that the Jary which reje&ted the 
Bill again(f the Earl of Shaftsbury, ſhould be fo ſeverely 
blamed , when it is ſo well known, that the principal Per- 


| ſons then.in Commiſſion on the Bench have often faid , that 


they muſt have done as the Jury did, had it been their 


Lot to have been in their Place ? 
Can any Thing tend more to the Vindication of the late 


 Juries, than that they have never failed to give Verdidts a« 


gainſt theſe of their own Principles, and their beſt Friends , 


if 


if the Evidence before theny' appeared any . waysclear and 
fifll , -and that the Witneſles we fach , as that credit could 

be-giventothem 3 Witneſs the Caſe fome time ago againſt 

Francis Smith, and that of late againſt Mr."BeiF. 

- Are any ſo unreaſonable as to expect, that a Jury ſhould 
find Bills upon the Depoſitions of ſuch as themſelves know to 
beperjured and infamous Raſcals? and of this complexion 
and'ftamp were moſt of thoſe that ſwore againſt the Earl of 
Shaftsbury ::Or would they have a Jury convict a Perſon , 
upon the Teſtimony of a Woman , that would not declare 
and expreſs her ſelfin the very Court, but as (he was prom- 
pted , nor without asking her.Suborner what ſhe ſhould ſay 
next , as inthe caſe of Sam. Harris. | . | 

' Finally , What Jurorsdid-ever better merit the CharafQer 


of good and legal Men,than thoſe,whereof our Grand Juries + 


have been moſtly compoſed? Men of good Fame, free from 
all reaſonable Suſpicion of any Deſign for themſelves or o- 
thers, upon the Eſtates or Livesof any fuſpected -Criminals , 
or had any Quarrelor Controverſy with' any of them; in- 


different, impartial, of ſufficient Underſtanding. and ' Eftate. ' 


Let us compare their Verdi with thoſe, of any which pre- 
ceded them in Loxdon in our Memory, and1 perſwade my- 
ſelf, they will not be diſgraced by the parallel. Nor ſhall 
we decline to challenge the adjacent Counties, whether they 
can produce Verditts founded on mare Reaſon,or where the 
Jurors ated with more deliberation and indifferency : T am 
aſhamed to nominate them in the fame breath with our 
ſprightly inſpired Affociation-abhorring Jurors z who con- 
Fi n Perſons on Reputation of I know not whom 3 whereas 
it B:cuſtomary with ours to refuſe Bills from other Grand Ju- 
ries,unleſs they reexamin the Evidence;Theſe,tho abſent; with 
abreath condemn,whom the moſt judicious Jury ever fate in 
London, apon fair and firid Inquiry, acquitted 3 tq the full 
Satisfaftion of hundreds of honourable Perſons there preſent. 
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\ The beſt and wiſcli of Princes, ſee moſt TranſaQtions with other Mens Eyes, By 


— 


Pp 


_ Fintended'to have enumerated all the remarkable Verdics given within - 
theſe two Years laſt paſt, whereof I have a moſt particular Account,with th 4 


Reaſons .and Motives inducing them 3- but Ebejng prolix,. and what I have 
already fpecitied, being, in my- Opinion, their ſuthciem Apology, I ſhall ſu+ 
perſede that Task,,and conclude, after I have remembred you how- great a 
Truſt and.-Power is lodged in Juries-3 fo that as a Modern Judicious Author, 
wiſely obſerves, That *tis the greateſt in the Nation, next to the Legiſlative, the 
Cancernments of all Commoners 3 the Honour, Reputation, Eſtates, and Lives of 
the Nobility is ſubmitted 16 their Cenſure : Their Duty is to Indi Offend: rs, and 
proted the Innocent in their Reputations, Lives, and Intereſts, from falſe Accuſers, 
and malicious Conſpirators.. Of. how great Conſequence is it then unto us 
all, to have good Juries ? How carctully ought we to provide for the Security 
of ous Lives, &c. againſt ſuch as would deſtxoy us by falſe Accuſation and 
Perjury ? And except our Sheriffs be wiſe, careful, and integruous, we may 
prognoliicate great Hazards to divers Perſons, whom we cannot but believe 
in our Conſciences to be innocent of thoſe Crimes whereob their Adverlaries }. 
would ſoon charge them, could they. obtain Juries like to prove ſo (vere, 
as thoſe were lately to Yilmore and'Sheriff. Pilkington, 

And now,my dear fellow-Citizens, what remains, but that I ſhould exhort 
you ſirenuouſly to aſſert and maintain your undoubted right of chuſing She- 
riffs. Be not afrighted by Menaces, or wheedled by. Promiſes of an Equiva- 


lent, to part with fo eſſential and neceſſary a Branch of your Charter 3 which 


ſhould you.neglec orrelign, (pardon the harſhneſs of the Expreſſion) you ' 
will thereby become Traitors to the Community,and Violaters of that pub- 
lick Truſt which you are obliged by your Interelt, and engaged by your 
Oaths, faithfully & fearleſly to diſcharge..Nay,tho Perſons. of the greateſt Au- 
thority amongſt you ſhould interpoſe, let not that influence you. to abandon 
your Unvaluable Privileges,a2nd complement you ſelves into Miſery for cer- 
tainly they who, by.miſrepreſentation; have raifed ſuch jealouſy. and diſtruſt 
of you, will, when they have obtaines, by this Incroachment, an almoſt De- 
ſpotick Power, exerciſc it in a manner will not be very agreeable,and afford 
you ſufficient caule bitterly to lament your unaccountable, your unexcuſable 
Credulity and. Folly, and will render. you mean in the Eyes of themyou 
have gratified,. hateful and-abhorred to thoſe you betray... As for-what re- 
gards your Duty.and Love to your Prince, theſe will be more ſignalized by 
your putting a. value.upan his Gifts, than by. your lighting and- rejecting 
them. And indeed we cannot reaſonably. believe or imagine his Majeſty will 


*® xequire our ſubjecting our ſelves, and all we have, uato his Abſolute Will 


and Pleaſure, he having ever hitherto preferred.an upright ©quil Adminiſtra- 
tion, before an unlimited Domination 3. and that humane benige-temper, 
wherein he excels all Men, will certainly diſpoſe him-to pardon us it we 
cannot,.dare not repoſe that conftidence.in his Miniſters we could in himſelf.: 
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hear with their Ears, and ACt by their Hands; the concealing Addition, alte- 


 ratiori of a Word in Speech, or Circumſtance in: Aﬀtions; we may daily eb- 


ſerve, renders Caſes very different from what they were really : - Therefore 
having ſo many, and ſuch powerful Enemies, asT have before demonſtrated, 
our only Security is, theeſtabliſhed Law,by which weare governed 3 and we 
have his Majeſty's Royal. Word, that ſhall be the Rule of all his Actions, 
and equally diſtributed to all his Subjects. Whilſt the Laws have free-courſe, 
and are uncontrouled by -Juſiiciaries, duly interpreted, faichfully repreſen 
red, and that'Sheriffs take care toreturn equal Juries, no Innocent need fear; 
Our Adverfaries may accuſe us; brand us with odious Namesand Characters; 
or at worſt, -impriſon us 3 but the Law, which is impartia}, cannot be 
brib'd or biaſs'd, and our honeſt Neighbouxs will ſoon relieve: us. Nay, let 
the whole Fraternity of tutor'd Witneſſes appear againſt the meaneft Come 


moner, whoſe Cauſe is juſt, T queſtion not, but our diſcerning Juries will ea2- 


fly deteR the Fraud, and acquit' the Oppreſſed. Birds that have once eſcaped: 
the Snare, are not eafily entangled again: The ſame Cheat, in the ſame Age; 
muſt not be brought often upon-the Stage © or if it be again repreſented: 
what Impunity its Actors-promiſe themſelves, or what Encouragement and 
Aſſurances they may receive from others, know not 3 but unleſs we are pros 
digiouſly blind and infatuated, *they cannot; methinks,” reaſonably hope tt 

ſucceſs. Let us then cheerfully unitein' this Jaudable Refolution,to chule ſiich 
Magiſtrates for the Year enfuing,' dS are enducd with Wiſdom and Courage; 
who have obtained a good Report for their Dutifulneſs'to their Sovereign, 
and Love to their Fellow- Citizens who-are uncapable of: being by either 
Side biafſed and corrupted 3 Men actively prudent, honefily zealous, of brave, 
firm, manly Reſolutions 3 who will not be afraid'to diſcharge-their Duty in 
in the fulleſt and#utmoſt extent. (IE Almighty God hath detigned our Hap= 
pine(s; the will provide Perſons thus qualified, and inſpire and: animate us to 
ele& them. And:-ſuch Miniſters will be not only a great Security to the 
City, in-this time of great Fear and extremeſt Exigence, but dbutbleſs very 
acceptable to his Majeſty, whoſe moſt admitable Humanity, and 'tender Af 
feion to his People, will certainly difpole tim to pity a diftracted City, 
upon the brink of Ruine, by reaſon of Jeatoutics and Diviſions 3 and to re-> 
joyce atour C hoice of vertuous, peaccable; diſcreet Sheriffs, who may greatly 
contribute tothe accommodating our Differences, removing our mutual Pre- 
Judices and'Miſiakes3 whereby this City will b: rendred more . capable of 
ſerving his Majelty. and reliſhing the Bleſſings of his mild benign Govern- 
-ment 3 a commendable Emulation will be excited, who ſhall tnanifeii motigg 
dutiful Reſpe& unto his Royal Perſon;and mott liberally contribute to the ®: 
Support of his Government : And being delivered from the fear of our 


Enemies, weſhall join in celebrating his Praiſes;continually ſupplicating hirh 
*,” Þ*whom Kings rule, to grant him uninterrupted Health, long Lifc, a-pcace- 
©" »ableand' proſperous Reign 3 and that whoſoever ſurceeds him «may imitate 
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d expreſs all his Princcly Vertues, whereto letevery Loyal Subject ſay; Amen. 


